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A familiar face came 
home to lead Bible Study on 
a familiar piece of scripture.

Bishop Sudarshana 
Devadhar of the New Eng-
land Conference gave the 
first part of his Bible Study 
on The Lord’s Prayer found 
in both the Gospels of Mat-
thew and Luke.

In his introduction of 
Bishop Devadhar, Upper 
New York Resident Bishop Mark J. 
Webb recounted Bishop Devadhar’s 
lineage to the episcopal post in Bos-
ton, from Ontario district superinten-
dent in the former North Central New 
York Conference, to episcopal leader 
in New Jersey to his current assign-
ment.

“Because Upper New York is a new 
creation of four predecessor confer-
ences, … Bishop Devadhar, we are 
delighted to say that you are one of 

us,” Bishop Webb said.
Bishop Devadhar began 

by reading aloud Luke’s ver-
sion of The Lord’s Prayer, and 
sharing at the outset that he 
wasn’t planning to do a tra-
ditional Bible study, instead 
a study with his notes and 
reflections on scripture.

“I have decided to do this 
because what I am today is 
not due to my own merits, 

but purely because of God’s grace and 
my utter dependence on prayer,” he 
said.

Why is prayer so important in his 
life? It comes from a moment of heal-
ing that he said can only be attributed 
to Christ.

“Early in my life I became a strong 
believer in prayer because as I was 
growing up I was suffering from bad 

Bishop Devadhar: Notes and 
reflections on The Lord’s Prayer

Board of Trustees
report supported

The report presented by the 
Conference Board of Trustees 
Friday was supported. The board 
manages Conference assets, in-
cluding real and personal prop-
erty and funds. John Jackson, the 
Chair of the Board of Trustees, 
addressed the crowd.

“We work for you; we are 
you,” Jackson said.

The discussion centered on the 
announcement of the pending 
purchase of a new Conference 
headquarters in Liverpool. The 
search for a new headquarters 
began after it gained approval in 
a special session in fall 2014.

The deal has gone back and 
forth. An original offer was 
made, but contractors hired by 
the Conference discovered “nu-
merous and costly deficiencies.” 
The trustees then contacted the 
seller with a new offer, but it was 
rejected. The seller later made a 
counter-offer, and there is current-
ly an oral purchase agreement.

The Rev. Dr. Robert Hill, Dean 
of Marsh Chapel at Boston Uni-
versity, asked the Rev. Wendy 
Deichmann, trustee member, if 
she had shared with the board an 
email that asked the board if it 
had considered staying in Uni-
versity United Methodist Church. 
Rev. Deichmann said that these 
things have been carefully consid-
ered. 

Jackson also mentioned the 
current properties the board man-
ages, the properties transferred 
or sold, and improvements to 
the insurance policy as well as 
brought forth the recommenda-
tion “Defense and Indemnifica-
tion of Conference Trustees and 
Officers,” which was supported.Following the adoption of the proposed 2016 Ministry Share budget of 

$10,079,236, members broke out beach balls, an Upper New York tradition. 
The budget is a decrease of $261,202 from the 2015 spending plan.
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Since the Thursday daily Advocate, 
the following delegates have been 
elected (listed in the order in which 
they were elected).

General Conference session lay 
delegates: Carmen Vianese, Martha-
lyn Sweet, and Blenda Smith. General 
Conference session clergy delegates: 
Adirondack District Superintendent the 
Rev. Bill Mudge, Northern Flow Dis-

trict Superintedent the Rev. Rebekah 
Sweet, the Rev. Colleen Preuninger, 
the Rev. Thom White Wolf Fassett, and 
John Martin. NEJ lay delegates: Ian Ur-
riola, J.J. Warren, Ashley Riddell, Julius 
Archibald, Laurel O’Connor, Shirley 
Readdean, Suzanne Allen, and Hudda 
Aswad.

The full list will appear on the Con-
ference website.

Laity complete delegate elections
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Notes and reflections on The Lord’s Prayer –

Full coverage of the plenary sessions will appear on the Conference website at www.unyumc.org.

The Conference Leadership Team introduced Upper New York 2.0, an initiative 
that’s “all about increasing leadership capacity,” on Friday. The presentation 
compared phone and technology evolution to that of Conference to illustrate 

UNY 2.0. Photo by Dan Wistrup

News briefs
UMCOR collection

During Thursday’s day-long col-
lection in the adjacent parking lot, 
Conference members contributed 120 
flood buckets and more than 50 other 
UMCOR relief supply kits to be used for 
disaster relief around the world.

Auctioneer extraordinaire
Upper New York Resident Bishop 

Mark J. Webb had a small request 
Friday morning: a cup of coffee. Well, 
good things come in threes, and he 
received three cups of Joe.

“I value coffee so much, but I value 
Africa 360 so much more,” Bishop 
Webb said. And with that, he added 
another item to his resume: Auction-
eer.

Bishop Webb auctioned the three 
cups of coffee to raise money for Africa 
360. The first sold for $100, the second 
for $200, and the final for $500.

Human sexuality results
Following Thursday’s conversation 

circles (May 28) – where participants 
gathered in small groups to discuss 
eight resolutions and petitions related 
to human sexuality, voting members 
immediately voted on those eight reso-
lutions and petitions.

The supported resolutions and peti-
tions will go on to General Conference 
session with the support of the Upper 
New York Conference. The unsup-
ported resolution can still be sent to 
General Conference session by the 
writer of the resolution but will not 
be endorsed by the Upper New York 
Conference.

• Resolution Concerning the General 
Conference and Homosexuality, sup-
ported

• Same Sex Marriage, supported
• A Faithful Compromise: Providing 

Jurisdictional and Central Conference 
Authority to Resolve the Dilemma Re-
garding the Ordination of Self-Avowed 
Practicing Homosexuals, supported

• A Faithful Compromise: Providing 
Jurisdictional and Central Authority to 
Resolve the Dilemma Regarding Same-
Sex Marriage, supported

• Human Sexuality, supported
• Disaffiliation for Reason of Con-

science, not supported
• Reconciliation, supported
• Removing Hurtful Language, sup-

ported

The results of all Annual Conference and General Conference resolutions and 
petitions voted on during the Annual Conference session will be available on 
the Conference website at www.unyumc.org.

headaches. Often these headaches 
were so bad that I could not even look 
at the sunlight. However, one day an 
evangelist came by the house and I 
remember my mother asking him to 
lay his hands upon me and to pray for 
my headache. Thanks to Jesus Christ 
my headaches were gone after the 
prayer,” he said.

Christ’s first disciples saw Jesus 
healing the sick, comforting the mar-
ginalized, and challenging the religious 
leaders of the day, and more than 
likely they wanted to know what the 
secret to Jesus’ energy when they ap-
proached Jesus with the request, “Lord 
teach us to pray.”

“They did not ask him to show them 
how to preach, how to do miracles, or 

how to do ministry, instead, they asked 
him to teach them how to pray. Hav-
ing been with Jesus, having seen Him 
perform miracles, and having watched 
Him take time to pray, they might have 
realized it was the power of Jesus’ 
prayer that enabled Him to do what He 
did. So they asked Jesus to show them 
how to pray,” Bishop Devadhar said.

What’s important, he said, is that 
the prayer that Jesus gave to his dis-
ciples wasn’t a prayer only for Chris-
tians, but a prayer for people of all 
faith walks.

“The Lord’s Prayer was taught to us 
by our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ that 
we can say without saying the name 
of Jesus. The Lord’s Prayer can be said 
by a Christian, a Jew, a Muslim, or a 
Hindu, because it is a prayer said with-
out using the Jesus’ name,” he said.


