
Liturgy for Indigenous People’s Day  
[Adapted from A Liturgy for Native American Sunday by Betty Jacob]  
Leader: For the unending baskets of food, coaxed from Mother Earth by the 
hands of her Native children; for potatoes, corn, beans, squash, peanuts and 
sweet potatoes;  
People: For the skills in planting, care and harvesting taught freely to the 
Europeans, for all these things which brought health and growth to the 
populations of Europe and new settlers to American shores,  
All: We offer a song of honor and thanks.  
Leader: For the creativity and skill of Native hands; for designing canoes, 
snowshoes, toboggans; and inventing Lacrosse and hacky sack;  
People: For rubber which spawned thousands of new inventions, for 
technology and industry which rose from those gifts,  
All: We offer a song of honor and thanks.  
Leader: For the making of medicines: for quinine, ipecac, curare, petroleum jelly, 
witch hazel and a host of medications;  
People: For the medicine women and men who shared them freely,  
All: We offer a song of honor and thanks.  
Leader: For rivers and streams, passes and paths; for the path making and path 
taking of America s first peoples, for their leading the newcomers across these 
paths;  
People: For personal liberty; for freedom first experienced by European 
immigrants in the lodges and circles of Native nations, for the tribal 
democracy that gave birth to American democracy,  
All: We offer a song of honor and thanks. Accept, O God, our honor song, 
and make our hearts thankful for what we have been freely given. Make our 
hearts humble for what we continue to take. Make our hearts thoughtful for 
genuine repentance leading to action. Give our hearts power and peace to 
do as you bid us, in the name of our Brother and Savior, Jesus Christ your 
Son, and in the power of the Holy Spirit.  
Amen  
 


