God’s church is a living organism
Each congregation has a beginning, a middle, and an end.
You have been a faithful congregation. What will
your legacy be after you are gone? Where is your
congregation in its life cycle? If your congregation is
nearing the end, do you want it to just close, or do you
want it to finish with dignity, leaving
a life-enriching legacy?

The Legacy Consultation Team
will join you on this journey of faith,
helping you to discern God’s will
as you turn the page
to the next chapter
of your congregation’s
book of life.

What is our first step?
• Share this brochure with your church
council, leadership team, and pastor.
• Contact your district’s consultant.
You can find a listing of the district
consultants at the website below.
The consultant will arrange to visit
your church and explore the legacy
process.

As God spoke to Joshua, God calls us
today to be strong and courageous. The
Legacy Consultation Team exists to
walk with and work with local churches
and congregations asking if God is
calling them to end their existence
as a congregation and employ their
resources in new ways which honor its
history and bless future generations.
The Legacy Consultation Team
does not make decisions, but offers
guidance, insight, and support as the
congregation discerns its future.

Being God’s love with our neighbors in all places.

www.UNYLegacyMinistry.org
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“After the death of Moses the servant of the Lord, the Lord spoke to
Joshua son of Nun, Moses’ assistant, saying, ‘My servant Moses is dead.
Now proceed to cross the Jordan, you and all these people, into the land
that I am giving to them, to the Israelites. ... As I was with Moses, so I will be
with you; I will not fail you or forsake you. Be strong and courageous, ... ’”
Joshua 1:1-2, 5-6

What if we’re not ready to take the next step?
The next step is simply a meeting between your congregation and the Legacy
Consultant. S/he will share with you the origin of the Legacy Church ministry and
review the consultation process and purpose. You will tell the consultant your
church’s story: Sharing your hopes, dreams, fears, and concerns.

In the death of Moses and the call of Joshua, God brought one form of ministry and
service to an end and initiated a new one. All of us as faithful people face decisions
about how we will bless the next generation in our families and in our communities.

The consultant will then lead your congregation in a discernment process to help
you determine if you are ready to make a decision to:

What does the Legacy Consultation Team do?

• Continue to meet with the consultant and further explore the legacy process, or

The Legacy Consultation Team listens to a congregation and helps it determine
which are the most appropriate steps for the church going forward. Before its initial
meeting with a congregation, a Legacy Consultant will review:
• The most recent church profile
• Available Mission Insite demographic data
• Relevant correspondence or meeting notes
• Plans the Conference or your district envision for the church/community.
• Other helpful information, such as problematic issues in its past, recent
discussions about its future, etc.

• Stop the legacy process and talk with your district superintendent about other
strategies for your future, or
• Begin movement towards becoming a Legacy Church.

