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Course Description:

An examination of the history and theology of the sixteenth-century European Reformation.

Course Objectives:
1. A knowledge of the major persons, ideas, and developments in the history of the church in the medieval/early modern era.

2. An understanding of the issues and controversies of the era and their effects not just on those in power or those with influence but on ordinary people.

3. An understanding of how the past has helped shape the world, the church, and its theology today.

4. An ability to read primary and secondary sources thoughtfully and critically. 

5. An ability to apply what is learned to the present situation of the church as it approaches its third millennium. It is a fundamental belief of this course that knowledge of the past can form the basis of understanding the present.
Required Readings:


Henry Bettenson, and Chris Maunder, editors.  Documents of the Christian Church 4th edition. (Oxford University Press, 2011)  978-0-19-956898-7


Justo L. Gonzalez, The Story of Christianity, Vol. 2: The Reformation to the Present Day
(HarperOne, 2010).  ISBN:-978-0-06-185589-4

Denis R. Janz (ed.)  A Reformation Reader: Primary Texts with Introductions  (Augsburg Fortress Press, 2002).  ISBN-978-0800634735.

Glenn S. Sunshine,  The Reformation for Armchair Theologians (Westminster John Knox Press, 2005),  ISBN:  978-0-664-2215-6


James D. Tracy, Europe’s Reformations: 1450-1650 (Rowman & Littlefield Publishers, 1999).  ISBN: 0-8476-8835-6
Recommended Readings: 
.
Alistair McGrath, Reformation Thought 3rd Ed.  Blackwell, 1999. 

Roland Bainton,  Here I Stand: A Life of Martin Luther. Hendrickson, 2009. 

Steven Ozment, Protestants: The Birth of a Revolution  Harvard, 1993. 

Timothy George, Theology of the Reformers Broadman, 1999. 

I.  Session 1 (21-22 October): The Collapse of the Medieval Era & Martin Luther
A.  Late Medieval & Early Modern  (the Context for Reform)


1. Read:   Sunshine,  Ch. 1: “On the Eve of the Reformation”



    Janz,  Ch. 1:  “The Late Medieval Background”



    Gonzalez, Ch. 1 “The Call For Reformation”



    Tracy,  Ch. 1:”Premises”


                Ch. 2: “The Reformation in European Perspective”

2. Write:  A two- four page (2-4) response (typed & double spaced) to the four questions posed for you on Sunshine page 18.   Draw insights gleaned from your primary source readings in Janz into this essay as a way of substantiating your points and argument. 


3.  Lecture:  “Welcome to 1490” 


B.  Martin Luther and the German Reformation:



1. Read: Sunshine,  Ch. 2: “Martin Luther & the Break w/ Rome”





        Ch. 3.  “Reform of Word and Sacrament” 

                           Janz,  Ch. 2: “Martin Luther.” 




   Gonzalez,  Ch. 2:  “Martin Luther: Pilgrimage to Reformation”




         Ch. 3:  “An Uncertain Decade”




         Ch. 4.  “Luther’s Theology”




    Tracy, Ch.
4:  “Martin Luther”
   


              
    Bettenson, pp. 194-226.

       2. Write: A two to four (2-4) page response (double spaced) to the  following questions posed for you on Sunshine p. 36: questions two (2) and three (3).  And questions one (1) and two (2) on Sunshine p.52.   Hence you are replying to FOUR (4) questions;  two from p. 36 (No. 2 and 3)  and  two from p. 52 (No. 1 and 2.). 

3. Lectures: 



“Martin Luther’s Life”



“The Theology of Martin Luther”


Video:  Martin Luther’s Biography


C. Zwingli and The Radical Reformation

1. Read:   Sunshine, Chapters 4 and 5.



 Janz, Chapter 3: “Zwingli & the Radical Reformation”



Gonzalez, Ch.5:  “Ulrich Zwingli & Swiss Reformation”



     Ch. 6:  “The Radical Reformation”


Tracy, Ch. 5: “The German and Swiss Reformation”

2. Write:  No written assignment for this section. Prepare for class discussion of the primary texts (Janz) and the review questions posed in Sunshine.


3.  Lectures: 



“Ulrich Zwingli”



“The Anabaptists”


            “Distinctives of Anabaptist Theology”

II. Session 2 (11-12) November): 


A. John Calvin & Calvinism

1. Read: Sunshine, chapters 8 & 9.



Janz,  chapter 4: “John Calvin”



Gonzalez, Ch. 7:  “John Calvin”


Tracy, Ch.6: “German & Swiss Reformation”

2. Write:  a  two to four (2-4 page reply to the four questions posed by Sunshine on p. 157. Integrate your primary source readings  (Janz) into your replies.


3. Lectures:



“The Life of John Calvin”



“The Theology of John Calvin”



“Distinctives of the Reformed Tradition”



“The Reformed Tradition” (video)


B. The Reformation In England:

1. Read:  Sunshine, ch. 11.



    Janz,  ch. 5: “The Reformation in England”



   Gonzalez, Ch. 8:  “Reformation in England”


   Tracy, Ch. 11: “England’s Reformation”


    Bettenson, pp. 232-261


2. Write: a two to four (2-4 page reply to the four questions posed by Sunshine on p. 196. Integrate your primary source readings in Janz & Bettenson into your replies.


3.  Lectures:



“The English Reformation”



“Tudor Anglicanism”



“John Knox and the Reformation in Scotland” 


C. The Catholic Reformation: 

1. Read: Sunshine, ch. 6, 10, 12, & 13. 



    Janz, ch. 6: “The Counter/Catholic Reformation”



   Gonzalez, Ch. 12:  “The Catholic Reformation”


  Bettenson, pp. 261-271


2.  Write:   There is no written assignment for this section. Prepare for class discussion of the primary source readings (Janz) and the questions posed in Sunshine. 


3. Lectures:



“The Catholic Reformation”



“Ignatius of Loyola: Spiritual Master”  (video) 

D. The Puritan Reformation:

1. Read:  Gonzalez:  chapters 9-11,  13-19.  (survey)



    Gonzalez:  Ch. 18: “The Puritan Revolution”



   Bettenson,  Section XI: “British Churches”


2. Write:  There is no written assignment for this section. Prepare for class discussion of the primary and secondary sources.


E.  Christian Orthodoxy: 


1. Read:  Gonzalez,  Ch. 19, 20, 21.


                Bettenson, pp. 271-73



2.   Write. There is no written assignment for this section. Prepare for class discussion of the primary and secondary sources.


3.  Lectures:



“Lutheran Orthodoxy”



“TULIP Calvinism”



“The Rise of Arminianism”

III. METHOD OF DETERMINING GRADE:
1.  CLASS PARTICIPATION:

· For the community of learning to be most effective, we all need to be in class and prepared to participate. 

· Absences cannot be excused and make-up work will be required. If you are currently serving a church, church duties are not an excuse for absence. Your appointment to a local church takes into account the need for school preparation. As part of your appointment, you are expected to be present. If this creates a problem, please speak to or email me as soon as possible.

· Part of each class session will be devoted to a group discussion. Your participation in the group discussion will determine this portion of the grade.

2.  READING RESPONSES:


You have FOUR (4) written assignments due prior to each weekend session; two sets of  assignments  (2) are due each weekend.   These are due at the time that material is covered in class.  No late papers will be accepted because the role of those written assignments is to prepare you for class discussion of the primary and secondary texts.  Each of these assignments will be valued at 100 points.  Each assignment must  be appropriately documented from primary (Janz)  and secondary sources. 

3. GRADE CALCULATION
     The grade will be calculated in the following way:  Written responses to study questions 75%; class discussion and contribution  25%.  
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