United Methodist Course of Study, Buffalo, New York Extension

Wesley Theological Seminary:

COS-222 Theological Heritage: Early and Medieval Church

Meeting Dates:  March 24-25, and May 5-6,  2017
Instructor: Dr. John R. Tyson  (Jtyson@crcds.edu) 

Course Objectives: 

1.  Participants will become familiar with leading theological figures, documents, 


movements, and contexts of the early periods of the Christian Church.


2.  Participants will engage in a learning process that will include historical and 


theological thinking, critical reflection, focused dialogue and creative 


application.


3.   Participants will develop understanding of the development of the theological 


heritage in the early period of the Christian Church to the extent that this 



Understanding may undergird contemporary ministry and further study.

Required Readings:

1. Gonzalez, Justo. The Story of Christianity: The Early Church to the Present 
Day (Peabody, MA. Prince Press, 1999). ISBN: 1565635221  OR Gonzalez, 
Justo, The Story of Christianity, Volume 1: The Early Church to the Reformation 
(Harper Collins Publishers, 1990) ISBN: 0060633158.   [When available, the 
complete hardback 2 volumes in one edition from Prince Press is sometimes less

expensive than purchasing the first volume separately in paperback. Check with 
Christian Book Distributors, on line, for the hardbound edition.]


2. Henry Bettenson, & Chris Maunder, The Documents of the Christian Church 

3. Pine-Coffin, R.S. translator. Saint Augustine Confessions (New York: Penguin 
Books, 1961).  ISBN:0192833723.


4.  Carretto, Carlo. I, Francis.  (New York: Orbis Books), 2004.


5.  Biondi, Roberta.  To Love As God Loves (Fortress Press, 1987)
NOTE:  It is important that you purchase the Pine-Coffin edition of Augustine’s Confessions so that we have a common text version from which to work in class.  It is readily available at Amazon.com – if you are having difficulties finding it locally. 
I. Assignments to be completed for Session One, March 24-25, 2017  (to be read prior to attending the class) 

A. Readings:

1.  Gonzalez, pp. xiii.-220 (or through the end of Pt II, in Volume I)

2.  Bettenson, through “part I,”   (page 92).
3.  Augustine’s Confessions, read through Book VIII (page 179). Read the introduction closely. Notice how the work can be read as a “confession” (prayer), as a spiritual autobiography, and as a book about theological doctrines – all at the same time. Look for these various aspects as you read.  We will work with portions of this text in class. 

4. Biondi, To Love as God Loves (entire book).

B. Written Work:


You should take notes on the various readings you are doing.  You note taking should involve noting things (summaries, important information) you want to remember and discuss in class, as well as questions that have arisen in your own thinking.  Please read “actively” to generate questions and connections to our own lives and ministry. Some of our discussion and class activities will focus upon the following topics, so you will want to familiarize yourself with them:


a. Jewish and Gentile forms of Christianity


b. Christological heresies, and Gnosticism


c.  Christians as the Romans saw them


d.  Christian Apologists


e.  Persecution(s) faced by the early Christians


f.  Constantine’s Imperial Church


g.  The Council of Nicea and its Creed


h.  The Arian Controversy


i.   The formation of the NT Canon


j.   The development of creeds, including the Apostle’s Creed


k.  The Monastic movement


l.   St. Augustine

C. Follow-up: Written Assignment


In our class session, you will be given a 10-12 page, take home written assignment, based upon the readings and classroom learning you have done.
All written assignments should be typed or prepared on a computer-printer system.

You will have two weeks to complete and then mail the assignment to the Instructor. The assignment must be postmarked by April 14, 2017.    It should be mailed to:


Dr. John R. Tyson

            9810 Fancher Hts.

            Houghton, NY. 14744

II. Assignments to be completed prior to attending Session Two:  May 5-6, 2017 
A. Readings: 

1. Gonzalez, pp. 232-412 (Parts III, and IV, in Volume 1)


2. Bettenson, “Part II,” (up through page 159). 

3. Carretto, entire book – read devotionally, reflectively

B. Written Work: 


Take notes on your readings, and come to class prepared to discuss them. Some of our discussion and other class activities will focus upon the following topics, so be especially familiar with their significance:


a.  Eastern Orthodox Christianity (Byzantine Theology)


b.  The ‘great schism’ between Eastern and Western Churches


c.   Charlemagne and the Holy Roman Empire


d.   Medieval Scholasticism


e.    The Inquisition


f.    The Crusades


g.   Monasticism and Reform


h.   Anselm, Abelard and atonement theory

i.    The seven sacraments


j.    Thomas Aquinas and the “great synthesis”


l.    Medieval mysticism

C. Written Follow-Up:


In class you will once again be given a 10-12 page, take home assignment based upon the readings and other classroom learning experiences.  You will have two weeks to complete the assignment, and then mail it to the Instructor. This assignment must be postmarked by May 27th, 2017. 

Grading:

In this course the two written assignments will each count for 1/3 of the participant’s total grade.  Class discussion and participation will count for the additional 1/3 of the total grade.

Class Participation:

1.  The UM Course of Study requires that students attend all class sessions of a course in order to receive credit for the course.  No “cuts” or “excused absences” are allowed for church, community, family, or other business.  In extreme cases, such as serious illness or a family emergency, please confer with the Instructor as early as possible about the feasibility of make-up work.


2.  Timely, careful reading and completion of the assignments in preparation for class participation.


3. Circumspect verbal contribution to class discussions, including small focus groups, and respectful attention to the contributions made by others.  It is the duty of each class member to contribute to class discussions without monopolizing this shared time we have with each other. 

Assignments may be sent to the Instructor at the following address.  The first assignment will be returned at the second class session.  In order to have the second written assignment returned to you, please include a self-addressed, stamped 9X12 inch envelope.
Dr. John R. Tyson

9810 Fancher Hts.
Houghton, NY. 14744

Please feel free to contact me at  Jtyson@crcds.edu    if you have any questions or problems relating to the course. 
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