PAGE  
4
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. 


United Methodist Course of Study

Buffalo, New York Extension

Hebrew Bible I

CoS-211

Rabbi Allen Podet, PhD, DHL, DD(hc)
Rabbi, Temple Hesed Abraham of Jamestown, NY

Professor, Religious Studies, Buffalo State College


apodet@yahoo.com  

716-361-4287cell or 674-4287home 
(no calls on Friday evenings or Saturdays, please)

Session 1: October 13-14, 2017; Session 2: November 17-18, 2017
Required Texts
The Jewish Study Bible, edited by Adele Berlin and Marc Zvi Brettler (New York: Oxford University Press, 2004) ISBN: 978-0-19-529751-5.
A Brief Introduction to the Old Testament: The Hebrew Bible in its Context, Michael D. Coogan (Oxford University Press, 2009). ISBN: 978-0-19974029-1.
Recommended Texts

Who Wrote the Bible? Richard Elliott Friedman (New York: HarperOne, 1987). An older work, but by a fine scholar in command of the material of his time.
The Women's Bible Commentary - expanded edited by Carol A. Newsom and Sharon H. Ringe (Westminster John Knox Press, 1998). Well done for a special interest.
 The New Oxford Annotated Bible with Apocrypha: New Revised Standard Version edited by Michael D. Coogan, Marc Z. Brettler and Carol A. Newsom (New York: Oxford University Press, 2004). ISBN: 978-0-19-528955-8. Somewhat dated now, but still useful. Much of its best essays are found—updated—in the Jewish Study Bible also.
Assignments

for Session 1:

1.In Coogan, The Old Testament, read carefully Part One, Part Two, and Part Three

2. In The Jewish Study Bible, read the following short essays:


Jewish interpretation

“Introduction,” beginning on p. ix; p. 1827

“Inner-biblical interpretation,” p. 1829

“Early non-rabbinic interpretation” p. 1835

“Classical rabbinical interpretation,” p. 1844

“Midrash and Jewish interpretation,” p.1876

“Modern Jewish interpretation,” 1908

The Bible in Jewish Life and Thought

“The Bible in the Dead Sea Scrolls,” p. 1920

“The Bible in the  synagogue,” p. 1929

“The Bible in the liturgy,” p. 1937

“The Bible in the Jewish philosophical tradition” p. 1948

“The Bible in the Jewish mystical tradition,” p. 1976

“The Bible in Israeli life,” p. 1990

“Jewish translations of the Bible,” p. 2005

Backgrounds for Reading the Bible
“The religion of the Bible,” p. 2021

“Concepts of purity in the Bible,” p. 2041

“Historical and geographical background to the Bible,” p. 2048

“Languages of the Bible,” p. 2062

“Textual criticism of the Bible,” p. 2067

“The canonization of the Bible,” p. 2072

“The development of the Masoretic Bible,” p. 2077

“The modern study of the Bible,” p. 2084

“Reading Biblical poetry,” p. 2097

In addition, please skim through the reference materials on pp. 2105-2122
3.  In The Jewish Study Bible read the introductory essays to the books of the Pentateuch (Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy).

4.  After reading the material, please answer the following questions.  Each answer should be about 3 pages in length.  You should use Times New Roman font size 12, double spaced, with standard margins.  Include your name and essay number in the heading and staple each essay separately.  You may give them to me in a folder with pockets if that is easier for you but do not place the papers in a three hole binder. Please bring your essays to the first session. If you have questions about the reading and/or essays please feel free to email or call me before the first class.
(1) Scholars refer to the first part of the Christian Bible as “The Hebrew Bible.”  What is the difference between using the term “Hebrew Bible” and the term “Old Testament”?  Why do Jews, Protestants and Roman Catholics have different versions of the Bible? What are the major differences? How critical is the concept of canon?
(2) What is the Documentary Hypothesis?  What are the perspectives and themes of the major sources (J, E, D, and P)? What are their dates? 
(3) How do biblical narratives and poetry draw on ancient Near Eastern mythology?  Please give specific examples.
(4) What are the issues involved in determining the historicity of biblical traditions such as the patriarchs and matriarchs, the Exodus and the wilderness narratives?  How have archaeological discoveries affected scholarly understanding of those traditions?

(5) The concept of covenant is central to the Hebrew Bible.  What are some of the ancient Near Eastern sources for biblical ideas of covenant?  What did ancient Israelites mean when they described their relationship with God as a covenant?  
(6) There are differing theories to describe the emergence of ancient Israel in Canaan.  Describe them and the evidence for each.  

5. Please define the following terms briefly:

Apocrypha 

Baal 

Canaan 

canon 



Code of Hammurapi 
Cohen 

cosmology 

Covenant Code 

El 


Elohim 
Hebrew 

Holiness Code 

Israel 


Judah 

judge 


Levite 

mythology 

sacrifice 
scapegoat 

Shema 


suzerainty treaty 
Tanak 

Tetragrammaton 
theophany 



Torah 


Yahweh  

Additional terms – if time permits

apocalyptic 

Aramaic 

 
covenant

Dead Sea Scrolls 
“Sin”


Tabernacle

messiah 

proverb

parallelism 

Pharisee 

 

Sadducee 

Temple 

synagogue 

Prophet
 

Zealot 


Zion

6.   In the second session you will be expected to give a15-minute presentation on a research topic of the student's choice, and to submit a term paper. Term papers normally run 8 or more pages. Errors in grammar or syntax are not acceptable. 
Evaluation and grading are determined as follows: 

Participation

20

brief papers


20

definitions


10

presentation

25

research paper

25
How are research papers graded? Papers are graded according to the following rubric.

CRITICAL THINKING RUBRIC

For Subject Matter: Basic understanding of textual matter
Falls below standard (D)
Approaches [C]

Meets (B)

Exceeds (A)

Major inaccuracies
General summary
Accurate summary
Insightful

Many confusions
Little interpretation
Notes details

Integrates details







Identifies reasoning
Supports interpretation

For Critical Thinking:  Identifies basic issues, sticks to the point, clarifies meanings, uncovers assumptions, uncovers bias in sources, is alert to 1-sided presentations, evaluates reasons, draws warranted conclusions, makes idea-connections.
Falls below standard
Approaches

Meets


Exceeds

Opinions, without
Shallow and sporadic
Solid and consistent
Detailed and in-depth 

Critical thought
critical thought

critical thought

critical thought, strong 








Support, good reasoning.

Fallacies
Weak support, weak
No fallacies

Strong support of arguments 




arguments

For Writing Literacy: Mechanics per page, clarity, organization, provides evidence, correctly cites sources, uses consistent form correctly (Chicago, APA, MLA)

Falls below standard
Approaches

Meets


Exceeds
More than two 
Two grammar or
One grammar or
Free of grammar or

grammar or spelling
spelling errors

spelling error

spelling errors

errors

More than two 
Two confusing

One confusing

Free of confusing

confusing sentences
sentences or 

sentence or

sentences or

or paragraphs
paragraphs

paragraph

paragraphs

Confused organization
Opinion organization
Some critical 

Critical thinking





thinking organization
organization

