United Methodist Course of Study
Buffalo, N.Y. Extension

Course Name: "Bible I: Introduction"
Course Number: COS-121 
This course introduces the role of the United Methodist pastor as biblical interpreter.  Attention with be given to the formation and function of the canon and the development of a methodology of interpretation consistent with the nature of scripture.  The importance of the Bible as a witness to the life and faith of ancient Israel and early Christianity will be interfaced with discussions of the role of Holy Scripture in the assembly of faith today.
Course Instructor: Dr. Lawrence E. Lundgren
Baldwinsville First UMC
LundgrenLawrence770@gmail.com 
Office (315) 635-6442 Other (315) 484-8296
Sessions: March 24-25, May 5-6, 2017
Course Objectives:
1. Articulate the place of scripture and the role of the pastor as interpreter of the Bible in the life of the congregation

2. Understand the inspiration and formation of the canon and its authority and function within the community of faith, past and present

3. Introduce historical, literary, and theological approaches to scripture, being mindful of the experiential dimension of biblical interpretation.
4. Develop an exegetical methodology (hermeneutic) consistent with the nature and authority of the Bible
5. Develop the ability to understand the historical contexts of scripture and interpret their contemporary application
6. Survey representative materials from scripture and apply skills learns in a study of the Gospel of Mark 
Required Texts

These text are available in paperback through numerous on-line book sellers.

1. Gordon D. Fee and Douglas Stuart, How to Read the Bible for All Its Worth – Third edition (Zondervan, Grand Rapids,:2003) ISBN 978-0-310-24604-6  
2. John Hayes & Carl Holladay, Biblical Exegesis: A Beginner’s Handbook (Westminster John Know Press, Louisville, 2007) ISBN 13:978-0-664-22775-3 or 10: 0-664-22775-9
3. Bernhard Anderson, The Unfolding Drama of the Bible (Fortress Press, Minneapolis, 2006) ISBN 0-8006-2098-4
4. Marcus J. Borg, The Heart of Christianity (Harper, San Francisco, 2003) ISBN 0-06-073068
5. N. T. Wright, Simply Christian: Why Christianity Makes Sense (HarperOne, New York, 2006) ISBN 978-0-06-192062-2 (hardback), also available in paper

Reference:
1. The Interpreters One-Volume Commentary. Edited by Walter J. Harrelson. (Abingdon, Nashville, 1971) ISBN 0-687-19299-9

2. Harper Collins Bible Dictionary.  Edited by Paul J. Achtemeier. (Harper, San Francisco, 1985, 1996) ISBN 0-06-060037-3

3. Walter J. Harrelson, editor The New Interpreter’s Study Bible (Abingdon Press, 2003) ISBN 0687278325  will be the translation/study Bible used during class. You are welcome to bring along whatever translation you are most comfortable with, but please bring a copy of the NRSV along with you. The second weekend assignments related to an inductive study of the Gospel of Mark REQUIRES use of the NRSV text.
Supplementary Reading – suggested but not required
Paul J. Achtemeier Harper Collins Bible Dictionary (Harper San Francisco, 1996) ISBN 0060600373

Rob Bell, Love Wins, (Harper Collins, New York, 2011) ISBN 978-0-06-204964-3
Marcus J. Borg Reading the Bible Again for the First Time (Harper SanFrancisco, 2001), ISBN 0-06-060919-2

William P. Brown, editor Engaging Biblical Authority (Westminster John Knox Press, 2007) ISBN 978-0-664-23057-9

Walter Brueggeman, The Bible Makes Sense revised edition (St. Anthony Messenger Press, 2003) ISBN-13: 978-0-86716-558-6, ISBN-10: 0-86716-558-8

James M. Efird, How to Interpret the Bible (John Knox Press, 1984) ISBN-1-57910-632-3

Class Topics

· United Methodists beliefs about the Bible and its role in the life of the church
· Cultural issues that affect anyone’s interpretation of scripture?
· The Minister as Diagnostician – approaching life issues from the perspective of the pastor as interpreter of scripture rather than as psychologist or social worker.
· The canon of scripture and how was it developed - What does it mean to us now? 

· How are translations to be used?

· Various genre of scripture and how genre affects the interpretation and use of a text
· The relationships between faith, believing, and belief

· An individual’s perspective on the authority of scripture impacts how they interpret and use it as a pastor? 
·  The Bible - a community library or a legal constitution governing belief and action
· Difference between reading and using scripture devotionally and studying it exegetically

· Why are these discussions relevant and how are they practically applied as one teaches and preaches?

· The process of inductive Bible study and its use by a pastor in preparation for preaching and teaching.

Assignments

Reading: 

Before the March Session: 
1. Marcus J. Borg, The Heart of Christianity chapter 1 – 3 pp. 1-60

2. Gordon D. Fee and Douglas Stuart, How to Read the Bible for All Its Worth 
3. N. T. Wright, Simply Christian: Why Christianity Makes Sense Chapter 15, pp. 199 – 215

Before the May Session 

1. Marcus J. Borg, The Heart of Christianity remainder of text

2. N. T. Wright, Simply Christian: Why Christianity Makes Sense  remainder of text 
3. John Hayes & Carl Holladay, Biblical Exegesis: A Beginner’s Handbook
Written:  Four papers 
Format: preferably in Times New Roman (or similar) 12 point font, one inch margins all around, double-spaced.  All papers should be carefully written and proof read thoroughly, giving attention to neatness, grammar, spelling, punctuation, and the use of inclusive language.  Quotations and citations must be documented by endnotes. A suggested resource is the Chicago Manual of Style, a summary sufficient for your use can be found at http://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org/tools_citationguide.html. 
Academic Standards: written assignments will be evaluated in an academic context.  Research combined with academic interaction and reflection on the same, should take primacy over anecdotal material. Write as if you were writing this paper for a college level course.

Due: # 1: as soon as possible after registering and before noon February 28, 2017
#2: noon March 10, 2017
#3: midnight April 15, 2017
#4: midnight May 5, 2017
Submission: the written assignments must be submitted to the instructor electronically, on or prior to the due date, as an e-mail attachment at the address above.  Electronic submissions should be in MS Word or similar word processing file format and not as PDF files. The instructor will confirm receipt of all papers within 24 hours.  If you do not receive confirmation of receipt from the instructor, please contact him.
Grading and Late Papers: Each paper will be graded on a 100 point scale.  Assignments submitted after the due date will be penalized 10 points for the first day it is late and 5 additional points for each late day thereafter. 

Written Assignment One due as soon as possible after registering and before noon February 28, 2017
This assignment is designed to give the instructor a general overview of how the students presently understand and use the Bible. It is not an academic exercise but rather an opportunity to interact with the assigned text and share with the instructor. 

Respond in a paper 2 -3 pages in length to the following questions in the order presented.
1. What concerns you most about your role of pastor as interpreter of the Bible? In what ways do you hope this class will assist you in this role? 

Read Gordon D. Fee and Douglas Stuart, How to Read the Bible for All Its Worth, chapters 1, 2, and the Appendix.

2. Summarize any issues your reading has raised that encourage you to reconsider how you study the Bible?
3. Briefly share what you have learned about the process of translating the Bible?

4. What translation do you presently use for Bible study?  Why? Do you use a different translation for public reading? If so, which one and why? After reading the text are you considering use of a different translation? Which one?
5. Do you use a study Bible such as The New Interpreters Study Bible? If so, which one?  What have you discovered to be the limitations of a study Bible?

6. What commentaries do you consult in preparing for Bible study or preaching?

7. Fee and Stuart describe various factors in studying and using scripture. Would what your congregation labels as “Bible Study” qualify?  Why or why not?
Written Assignment Two: Due on or before noon March 10, 2017
Background study: Mark 16: 1-8 is the Easter Sunday story, as written by Mark, believed to be the earliest of the Synoptic Gospels (Matthew, Mark, and Luke).  Read the Easter story as recorded in the other Synoptic Gospels.  Compare the synoptic accounts with that of John’s in John 20.  I Corinthians 15: 1- 29 is the Apostle Paul’s proclamation of the Easter Story to the early Christian Church.  

Reflect on these two questions. 

a) What differences do you see between the stories recorded by the Gospel writers and that proclaimed by Paul?  

b) What influences to you think impacted Paul as he proclaimed the Easter Story to his listeners?  

Do not consult study Bible notes or commentaries until you have first examined and reflected on the Biblical texts yourself. Do not submit the above reflections in writing
In a paper 5 – 7 pages in length respond fully to each question below and in the order listed
In Romans 10:9, the apostle writes, “…if you confess with your lips that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.”
1. What is the historical context in which these words of Paul were written?  

2. What do you think Paul meant by the phrase “God raised him from the dead”?  

3. How do you think his listeners interpreted this phrase?  

4. What application do you as the proclaimer of the gospel draw from this text?  What does it mean to believe that God raised Jesus from the dead?  

5. As you proclaim these truths as pastor, what do the words “confess” and “believe” mean to you?  Before you respond to these questions you may wish to consult Bible dictionaries and review other Biblical passages where these words are used.

6. What does a confessing believer look like?  What do they do as confessing believers?  (You may wish to reflect on the use of the word “believe” to refer to the content of belief, such as in a creedal statement; and “belief” as an act of faith rooted in the relationship between the believer and the one believe in.)

7. How would you respond to a member of your congregation who struggles to accept the idea of the bodily resurrection of Jesus?

Submit your reflections on questions to the instructor by e-mail
During April incorporate your reflections above in an Easter or Eastertide sermon that you would preach to your congregation.  You should be prepared to present a summary of your sermon in five minutes or less to the May 6 class. Please provide the instructor with a copy of this summary at the beginning of the May 6 class day.

It is suggested that you do not begin the following assignments until after the first class session.

Written Assignment Three due on or before midnight April 15, 2017
This assignment is an introduction to inductive Bible study. In order to gain the most from your study DO NOT consult a Bible commentary nor study Bible notes during this assignment. Only #8 of this assignment should be submitted to the instructor.
Using the copy of the Gospel of Mark provided by the instructor at the conclusion of the first weekend of classes, conduct an initial survey of the Gospel in order to gain an over-all perspective of the book. Make the notations in items #1-7 below directly on the text provided.

1. Read the Gospel through, preferably in one sitting. As you read, underline in brown references to time or chronology (the next day, evening, etc.) and in green references (proper nouns only) to geography or location. Using the map provided by the instructor, mark the locations of the places noted in #1 directly above.
2. Reread the entire Gospel looking for personnel: underscore in blue friends of Jesus and his enemies in purple
3. Reread the Gospel quickly looking for Old Testament background. Mark orange quotations and allusions to the Old Testament.
4. Reread the Gospel, circling the question marks; summarize the answer or response in the margin. 

5. Reread the Gospel and underline in red statements of Jesus which describe his nature and/or purpose in coming to earth.  Highlight in yellow verses that are important or critical for you.
6. Reread the Gospel and give a distinctive summary title to each paragraph.

7. Name each chapter

8. Written assignment: Review all of the notations you have made and develop a basic outline of the Gospel. Provide the instructor with a copy of this outline before midnight April 15, 2017.
Written Assignment Four due prior to midnight May 5, 2017
Using the required texts, noted reference books, and other sources such as Biblical commentaries, New Testament Introductions, dictionaries, and on-line materials as resources prepare a paper 5 - 7 pages in length in which you respond fully to the questions below and in the order listed.
The instructor is interested in what YOU learn and conclude about the setting, occasion, and purpose of the Gospel of Mark. Students should avoid simply paraphrasing a scholar’s research and findings or relying on extensive quotations. Respond primarily from what you observed as you studied the Gospel in assignment three rather than from your review of outside sources.

1. What type of literature is the Gospel of Mark? Why do you think this? What distinguishes this type of literature from other types found in the New Testament?

2. Who wrote the Gospel of Mark? On what do you base this? What does the author say about himself in the Gospel? What information about the authorship of Mark helps you understand the Gospel better? Why?
3. Where (geographical location) and when was the Gospel written and how does this information help in understanding the book?

4. What was the nature of society and religion at the time it was written?

5. Who was the primary audience to whom the book is directed?
6. What was the purpose of author in writing the Gospel? Why did “Mark” write this book? What situation or issue did he seek to address?
7. What is the relationship between the Gospel of Mark and the other three Gospels? How does help in interpreting the various Gospel accounts of the life and ministry of Jesus? 
8. From Mark’s perspective who or what is Jesus: Is he human or divine?  Messiah or fanatic? Why do you think Mark skips the Christmas Story? How does this approach fit with and support Mark’s intent in writing? 
9. If you were to teach or preach on the Gospel of Mark, what primary message would you want people to grasp?
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