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The Upper New York Conference’s vision is 
to live the gospel of Jesus Christ and to 
be God’s love with our neighbors in all places.  

 
March is Women’s History Month. Find resources at: 

http://tinyurl.com/2016WomensHistoryMonth  

The Bridge is a Conference Communications Ministry tool that delivers to 
local churches news and stories of ministry from around the Upper New York 

Conference and the world. 

www.unyumc.org 

In Brief 
Act on your faith at UP!WORD ’16         

By Emily Lasher 

This year’s UP!WORD youth event in Liverpool – hosted by the Confer-
ence Council on Youth Ministries (CCYM) – is definitely not one to miss. 
Exciting, compelling, and life-
changing are just a few words 
I’d use to describe it. This 
year’s theme is “Do Some-
thing: Disciples Edition” be-
cause, as youth, we need to 
learn to act on our faith in our 
everyday lives. 

There will never be a dull 
moment during our youth-lead 
worship services with constant 
youth involvement, amazing music by our Conference’s very own Inside Out 
from the Casowasco Camp & Retreat Center in Moravia, and inspiring youth 
speakers Elyse Muder and Sam Coatsworth. 

During worship, we will take a look at how different people in the bible 
did something – whether it was influence many people like Peter or one 
person like Priscilla or Phillip – and how we can learn from what they did. 
With a perfect combination of fun and learning, both youth group leaders 
and youth will be pleased. 

The CCYM has been hard at work for months preparing for this event, so 
whether you’ve come to UP!WORD each year for the past four years or you 
have never been to a youth event, we welcome you to join us on this week-
end with God. After all, hundreds of youth, all with one mission to “Do 
Something” as disciples of Christ, will certainly be a weekend to remember. 

UPWORD ’16 is April 22-24. Register your group now at 
www.tinyurl.com/UP-WORD2016. 

Emily Lasher is the chair of worship team.  
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By Kathleen Rubino 

On April 23, members of the Upper 
New York Conference will observe a 24-
hour day of prayer for the 2016 General 
Conference session, which meets May 
10-20 in Portland, Ore. In a statement 
late last year, the Council of Bishops 
“invited each of the annual conferences 
to host a 24-hour prayer effort on a spe-
cific date, with the intent of creating a 
groundswell of prayer in the days leading 
up to the General Conference.” Go to 
www.tinyurl.com/2016DayOfPrayer to 
read the full statement. 

The event serves as “a meaningful way 
to focus spiritually on the experience, as 
well as to surround the delegates and 
church leaders with prayer for a General 
Conference that inspires us in our mis-
sion to make disciples of Jesus Christ for 
the transformation of the world,” ac-
cording to the statement. 

“The desire to lift up the delegates, 

the visitors, the conver-
sations, the decisions 
that will be central to 
the Church’s General 
Conference was an act 
of faithfulness that reso-
nated with me,” said 
Nancy Dibelius, who is 
coordinating the UNY 
Conference’s day of prayer. “And I, too, 
will pray that ‘God would give them an 
understanding and loving heart; that all 
will have a spirit of humility and a desire 
to do God’s will.’ Whatever my personal 
beliefs may be, I hope to be humble 
enough to set those aside and to pray for 
God’s deep desire, God’s dream for the 
Church and this particular stream of 
God’s Church. I am hopeful that we, as a 
Conference, can embrace and live into 
the intent for this day.” 

Dibelius said each district has the free-
dom to structure the day in “whatever 
way seems appropriate.” 

She wants to insure that 
at least one member of 
the Conference is pray-
ing each hour through-
out the day. For the pe-
riod from midnight to 8 
a.m. and the period 
from 8 p.m. to midnight, 

the intent would be to have a tradition-
al prayer vigil, where individuals sign up 
for one-hour windows and can pray at a 
location of their choosing. For the peri-
od from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m., it is hoped 
that at least one church in each district 
will serve as a host church where indi-
viduals can come together in prayer for 
a period of time of their choosing. 

Each district has been asked to invite 
someone from their district to serve as 
the district coordinator. This individual 
will work with the District Leadership 
Team to select a host church or church-
es, consider which ideas to implement, 

work with the host church, provide any 
supplies, and disseminate information 
and guidelines about the event. A list of 
district coordinators will be released at 
a later date. 

Protestant prayer bead strands – 
which will be created, prayed over on 
April 23, and presented to each dele-
gate and visitor to the 2016 General 
Conference session – will also be a part 
of the day. Go to www.tinyurl.com/
UNYdelegates to see a full list of Upper 
New York delegates. 

For resources for the day of prayer – 
including videos, information about the 
prayer beads, and “60 Days of Prayer” –
 go to www.tinyurl.com/DayOfPrayer-
resources. 

If you have any questions about the 
UNY Conference’s Day of Prayer, con-
tact Dibelius at (518) 369-9147 or 
nancy.dibelius@gmail.com. 
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Participate in Day of Prayer on April 23 

2016 Mission u dates announced 

This year, Mission u – formerly the School of Christian Mission – will continue 

its annual emphasis on “learning together for the transformation of the world.” 

The 2016 studies include “The Bible and Human Sexuality,” “Latin America: People 

and Faith,” and “Climate Justice.” The Upper New York Conference’s Mission u 

will be held on the following dates: 

 July 15-17 at Cazenovia College 

 July 21-23 at the Asbury Camp & Retreat Center at Silver Lake 

 Sept. 9-11 at the Silver Bay Conference Center at Lake George 

What is Mission u? It was created by Methodist women in the early 20th centu-

ry in order to educate women and inspire them to a sense of mission at home and 

around the world. Although the schools were formed by and for women, over the 

years the demographic has changed as men, children, and youth take advantage 

of this rich opportunity. 

In the Upper New York Conference, Mission u is a “cooperative school,” spon-

sored by both Conference United Methodist Women and the churches of our Up-

per New York Conference.  They welcome both women and men and, in the case 

of the Cazenovia venue, children and youth. 

For more information, visit www.unyumc.org/news/article/2016-mission-u-

dates-announced. 


