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graduate and graduate students
a ending United Methodist‐
related and other accredited col‐
leges and universi es.
Addi onal special oﬀerings
In addi on to the Church‐wide
special Sundays, there are four
other Sundays with special oﬀer‐
ings. Each Conference sets the
dates for these Sunday oﬀerings.
Chris an Educa on Sunday
This special Sunday’s oﬀering
helps support and strengthen
programs that nurture religion.
Disability Awareness Sunday
It celebrates people with disa‐
bili es and calls The Church and
society to include those with disa‐
bili es. Oﬀerings collected are
used by Conferences to create
architectural and a tudinal ac‐
cessibility in local churches.
Golden Cross Sunday – Tradi onally received in May
The oﬀerings on this special
Sunday are used for a Confer‐
ence’s health and welfare minis‐
tries.
Rural Life Sunday
Oﬀerings collected on Rural
Life Sunday support ministries in
rural areas within a Conference.

Special Sundays without oﬀerings
There are four special Sundays
that help focus a en on on a
speciﬁc aspect of The Church’s
ministry. There are no oﬀerings
collected on these days.
Heritage Sunday
Heritage Sunday is always cele‐
brated the third Sunday of May. It
is a day for United Methodist con‐
grega ons to reﬂect on its herit‐
age, celebrate where The Church
has been, how it views itself to‐
day, and the meaning of Chris an
conferencing.
Laity Sunday
It is always celebrated the
third Sunday in October. Laity
Sunday celebrates the ministry of
all lay Chris ans.
Organ and Tissue Donor Sunday
It is always celebrated the
third Sunday in November and
recognizes organ dona on as an
act of love and ministry.
Men’s Ministry Sunday
The date for this special Sun‐
day is set by the congrega on
and celebrates men’s ministry in
The Church and community.
To learn more about UMC Spe‐
cial Sundays, visit h p://bitly/
UMCSpecialSundays.

Learn more about the Rev. Mar n Luther King Jr. by visi ng UMC Discipleship Ministries at h p://bit.ly/UNYMLK

The Upper New York Conference’s vision is
to live the gospel of Jesus Christ and to
be God’s love with our neighbors in all places.

A look inside!
What are the Special Sundays?

The Bridge is a Conference Communica ons Ministry tool that delivers
to local churches news and stories of ministry from around the Upper
New York Conference and the world.

www.unyumc.org
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What are the Special Sundays?
Ever wonder what a special Sun‐
day is, why these days exist, and
when each occurs? Well, read on to
ﬁnd answers to these pressing ques‐
ons.
According to The Book of Disci‐
pline 2012, ¶263:
The special Sundays in The
United Methodist Church intend‐
ed to illustrate the nature and
calling of The Church and are
celebrated annually. The special
Sundays are placed on the calen‐
dar to make clear the calling of
The Church as the people of God
and to give persons the oppor‐
tunity to contribute oﬀerings to
special programs.
Special Sundays can either be
Church‐wide with oﬀerings or Church
‐wide without oﬀerings. There are
also addi onal Special Sundays that
have dates set by speciﬁc Confer‐
ences.
Church-wide special Sundays
There are six Church‐wide special
Sundays with speciﬁc celebra on
dates each year.

The goal of this Sunday is to
strengthen United Methodist out‐
reach in the United States and Puer‐
to Rico, encouraging social jus ce
and work with at‐risk youth.

Human Rela ons Day
Jan. 15, 2017

It is always celebrated on the
fourth Sunday in Lent. UMCOR Sun‐
day provides support for the United
Methodist Commi ee on Relief,
which assists people aﬀected by cri‐
sis or chronic need with programs
and projects in disaster response,
health, sustainable agriculture, food
security, relief supplies, and more.

It is always celebrated the Sunday
before the observance of the Rev.
Dr. Mar n Luther King Jr.’s birthday.
Human Rela ons Day supports com‐
munity developers, United Method‐
ist voluntary service, and youth
oﬀender rehabilita on programs.

UMCOR Sunday (Formerly known as
One Great Hour of Sharing Sunday)
March 26, 2017

Na ve American Ministries Sunday
April 30, 2017

World Communion Sunday
Oct. 1, 2017
It is always celebrated the ﬁrst
Sunday in October. This special Sun‐
day provides scholarships for United
States’ racial and ethnic minority
students and interna onal students
at both the undergraduate and
graduate levels.

It is always celebrated the third
Sunday of Easter. This special Sun‐
day helps nurture mission with Na‐
ve Americans and provides scholar‐
ships for Na ve Americans a ending
United Methodist seminaries.
Peace with Jus ce Sunday
June 11, 2017
It is always celebrated the ﬁrst
Sunday a er Pentecost. Peace with
Jus ce Sunday supports peace with
jus ce ministries through the Gen‐
eral Board of Church and Society
and the annual conferences, ena‐
bling The Church to have a voice in
advoca ng for peace and jus ce.

United Methodist Student Sunday
Nov. 26, 2017

It is always celebrated the last
Sunday in November. United Meth‐
odist Student Sunday provides loan
and scholarship funds for under‐
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