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The Upper New York Conference’s vision is 
to live the gospel of Jesus Christ and to 
be God’s love with our neighbors in all places.  
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The Bridge is a Conference Communications Ministry tool that delivers to 
local churches news and stories of ministry from around the Upper New York 

Conference and the world. 
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A look inside! 

Democratic Republic of the Congo, 

among other places. 

   UMCOR contributes classroom and 

sports equipment, desks and other 

school furnishings, often in partner-

ship with other international or gov-

ernment humanitarian organizations. 

   UMCOR also has developed pro-

grams to help educate girls in places 

where families are reluctant to send 

girls to co-ed schools. This work in-

volves retention initiatives and en-

gagement programs that teach the 

community the importance 

of education.  

   Your generous UMCOR Sunday con-

tributions will help UMCOR help oth-

ers every single day all over the 

world! 

Do you believe in miracles? Children’s answers add depth at Easter 

Young people's understanding of miracles can make the season more mean-

ingful. Visit http://bit.ly/kidsbelieveinmiracles to read an article and watch a 

video about children’s perceptions of miracles. 

http://www.unyumc.org/
http://bit.ly/kidsbelieveinmiracles
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must confess our lack of compassion, 
passion, and urgency in offering the Gos-
pel of Jesus Christ in word and action to 
the world around us. 

Ephesians 6 remind us of a powerful 
truth: “for our struggle is not against 
flesh and blood, but against the rulers, 
against the powers, against the world 
forces of this darkness, against the spir-
itual forces of wickedness in the heaven-
ly places.” The words of Jesus in John 12 
invite us to claim and proclaim a promise 
as well – “I have come as Light into the 
world, so that everyone who believes in 

Me will not remain in darkness.” 
May we allow the light of Jesus to con-

tinue to transform us and then may we 
take that light into the darkest parts of 
our community and world, trusting that 
light to penetrate the darkness. The light 
of Christ is our hope, our source of peace 
and the true solution for transforming 
change in us, in others and in our world. 
Let us boldly offer Jesus! 

Grace and peace, 
 
 

Bishop Mark J. Webb  

UMCOR Sunday is March 11 

Bishop’s letter on school shooting in Parkland, Florida 
Sisters and brothers in Christ, 
 

Our hearts ache and our spirits grieve 
as once again senseless violence and evil 
has taken the lives of innocent people. I 
invite you to join me in praying for the 
victims and families of the shooting yes-
terday at Marjory Stoneman Douglas 
High School. Our prayers are with our 
United Methodist brothers and sisters in 
the communities of Parkland and Coral 
Springs, Florida as they seek to be the 
presence of Christ during this horrific 
time. 

Like you, I watch and listen as people 
attempt to make sense of events like 
this. I hear the discussions that attempt 
to find a reason and then ultimately a 
solution. We must lead and be engaged 
in the conversations that address the 
moral and spiritual decay in our society. 
We must lead and be engaged in the 
conversations that work toward ending 
all acts of violence and evil, including 
gun violence. We must lead and be en-
gaged in the conversations that seek to 
address the hopelessness, fear, and spir-
itual yearnings found in each person. We 

   United Methodist Committee on Re-

lief’s (UMCOR) has been providing com-

passion and relief services to people and 

nations in crisis since 1940. They have a 

presence in over 80 countries and have 

helped tens of thousands of people re-

ceive help after war, disaster, conflict, 

and other disruptive events that leave 

communities unable to recover on their 

own. 

   Donations collected on UMCOR Sunday 

help cover the annual operational costs 

for UMCOR. Your gift allows UMCOR to 

apply 100% of other donations directly 

to relief efforts as well as long-term edu-

cation and support. Visit                    

http://www.umcor.org/ to learn more 

about UMCOR. 

UMCOR: Beyond natural disaster cleanup 
http://bit.ly/UMCORinSudan to 

learn more. 

• Providing relief for those impacted 

by the civil war in Syria. Visit    

http://bit.ly/UMCORinSyria to learn 

more. 

• Providing safe water for Mayan fam-

ilies in Guatemala. Visit             

http://bit.ly/UMCORinGuatemala to 

learn more. 

   UMCOR also builds schools! Your gifts 

on UMCOR Sunday enable UMCOR to 

construct classrooms, school latrines, 

and provisions to collect and store fresh 

water in Haiti, Sudan, and the  

By Shannon Hodson, Writer/Editor 

   Chances are you have heard of 

UMCOR’s amazing continuing relief 

effort in the aftermath of the Hurricanes 

Harvey, Irma, and Maria last fall. 

   Did you know that in the past few 

months, UMCOR has not only helped 

with hurricane disaster relief, but have 

also helped people all over the world 

experiencing difficult lives due to living 

conditions, conflicts, and war? 

   Here are just a few examples of 

UMCOR’s efforts around the world in the 

past few months: 

• Providing shelter for displaced fami-

lies due to the war in Sudan. Visit Continued on page 4 

http://www.umcor.org/
http://bit.ly/UMCORinSudan
http://bit.ly/UMCORinSyria
http://bit.ly/UMCORinGuatemala

