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Visit h p://bit.ly/WorldCommunionSun2017 to prepare for World
Communion Sunday.

proclaim is that God is with
us through it all.
A diﬀerent ques on
When Jesus and his disci‐
ples encounter a man born
blind, the disciples ask Jesus
the ques on we are asking.
“Rabbi, who sinned so that
he was born blind, this man
or his parents?” (John 9:2).
Jesus, why does seemingly
arbitrary suﬀering occur?
Jesus’ answer, “Neither
he nor his parents,” tells us
that the disciples are asking the wrong
ques on. “This happened,” Jesus con n‐
ues, “so that God’s mighty works might be
displayed in him” (John 9:3). Jesus asserts
that it is in our response to suﬀering that
God is found, in moments of everyday
grace and in grand and sweeping gestures
of care and solidarity with the suﬀering.
God’s mighty works are found in hospitals
and nursing homes and shelters.
Jesus is calling his disciples and us to a
ministry. We are to join Jesus in displaying
God’s mighty works. We are an extension
of God’s presence in the midst of the trag‐
edy as we come beside those who are
suﬀering in ways we don’t comprehend.
We are to be agents of healing, working to
restore God’s order to people’s lives and
communi es. We are to be representa‐
ves of the day of resurrec on to come,
as we seek to rebuild and renew.
In our United Methodist congrega ons,
we join together in these ministries. We
assemble ﬂood buckets and work along‐
side those who shovel the muck from
ﬂoodwaters from the ﬂoors of their

homes. We rebuild homes. We stand in
the gap alongside the suﬀering. We sup‐
port our local food banks, help build hous‐
es in our communi es, take care of one
another’s cars, visit those who are ill and
imprisoned, and so much more. We are
also ac ve in our communi es, working to
change systems that inﬂict suﬀering on
people in our communi es.
In the a ermath of tragedy, we give
witness to the love of God. In our out‐
pouring of support, we proclaim the value
of every human life. As we grieve with
those in mourning, we share the love of
God. When we send supplies through the
United Methodist Commi ee on Relief,
we witness to God’s provision. When
medical professionals bind up wounds,
Jesus is shown as a healer. When homes
are rebuilt, we proclaim resurrec on.
We may not know why things happen,
but we embrace the ministries of healing,
renewal and reconcilia on to which Jesus
calls us, and in doing so, God’s mighty
works are revealed.
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From the desk of Bishop Mark J.
Webb: Response to Hurricane Irma
Sisters and Brothers in
Christ,
Once again, we have
seen the incredible
destruc on a powerful
hurricane can bring.
Our prayers are with
the people of the Car‐
ibbean, Florida and the
other places along
Irma’s storm path. Just
as with Harvey, we
know recovery from
this latest storm will
take years. Likewise,
we know we are called
and equipped to play a
part in this work. Your
prayers, your love and your giving are vitally
needed now.
Here’s how you can help:
1. Invite your congrega on to take up a
special collec on in the next few weeks. If
you’ve already done this for vic ms of
Hurricane Harvey, I ask you to do this again
for Irma’s vic ms. If you’ve yet to take a
collec on, combine the two and ask peo‐
ple to be doubly generous. The need is
great. Announce to your people which
Sunday you will do this and ask them to be
especially generous. You may forward
these funds to the Conference Oﬃce with
a single check, made out to Upper New
York Conference with FUND # 482 – “2017
Hurricane Irma Disaster Relief” on the
memo line.
2. Assemble Cleaning Kits (Flood Buckets) and
bring these to the Mission Central Hub at the
United Methodist Center. We have com‐
mi ed to ﬁlling at least one tractor trailer
(around 430 buckets). Let’s exceed our ex‐
pecta ons and ﬁll several! Visit h p://
bit.ly/UMCORcleaningkit for instruc ons.

As with Harvey eﬀected areas, Volunteers
in Mission (VIM) will be needed to help with
the Irma recovery, but this will be down the
road. The United Methodist Commi ee on
Relief (UMCOR) will let us know when teams
can be sent.
Finally, what I said in the wake of Hurri‐
cane Harvey remains just as true a er Irma:
God does not abandon, but stands with us
amid the wreckage and will enable the peo‐
ple to recover. We are invited to embody
God’s loving presence and power in this
work. And so, I ask you to oﬀer your prayers,
your dollars, and your me. Thank you in
advance for your generous spirits. I am
grateful for your ministry and your willing‐
ness to be the hands and feet of Christ in all
opportuni es!
Grace and peace,

Bishop Mark J. Webb

Ask the UMC: How do United
Methodists understand human
suﬀering from natural disaster?
UMNS‐ Some mes the devasta on is
overwhelming. The waters rise and the rain
won’t stop. The ground shakes beneath our
feet, or the wind blows the roofs oﬀ homes.
Some mes, even the side of the mountain
roars into town. The problems seem insur‐
mountable, the destruc on beyond our
comprehension.
When tragedy strikes, it is common for us
to ask why. We turn to our faith for answers,
but answers don’t come easily. We wrestle
with making sense of the suﬀering we wit‐
ness, in light of our Chris an faith. Ques ons
are le unanswered. The tragedy is not ex‐
plained.
In a sermon tled “The Promise of Under‐
standing,” John Wesley, founder of the
Methodist movement, says we may never
know. He writes,
“[W]e cannot say why God suﬀered evil to
have a place in his crea on; why he, who is
so inﬁnitely good himself, who made all
things ‘very good,’ and who rejoices in the
good of all his creatures, permi ed what is
so en rely contrary to his own nature, and
so destruc ve of his noblest works. ‘Why
are sin and its a endant pain in the world?’
has been a ques on ever since the world
began; and the world will probably end
before human understandings have an‐
swered it with any certainty” (sec on 2.1).
The short answer is: We do not know why
natural disasters and other suﬀering are part
of our world.
Did God do this?
While Wesley admits we cannot know the
complete answer, he clearly states that
suﬀering does not come from God. God is
“inﬁnitely good,” Wesley writes, “made all
things good,” and “rejoices in the good of all
his creatures.”

Our good God does not send suﬀering.
According to Wesley, it is “en rely contrary
to [God’s] own nature, and so destruc ve of
his noblest works.” Suﬀering is not punish‐
ment for sin or a judgment from God. We
suﬀer, and the world suﬀers, because we
are human and part of a system of processes
and a physical environment where things go
wrong.
God with us
In another sermon tled “On Divine Provi‐
dence,” Wesley again writes of God’s love
for humanity and that God desires good for
us. He then adds how God is always with us,
even in the midst of tragedy. Wesley shares,
“[God] hath expressly declared, that as his
‘eyes are over all the earth’ [see Psalm
34:15; 83:18], so he ‘is loving to every man,
and his mercy is over all his works’ [Psalm
145:9]. Consequently, he is concerned every
moment for what befalls every creature
upon earth; and more especially for every‐
thing that befalls any of the children of men.
It is hard, indeed, to comprehend this; nay,
it is hard to believe it, considering the com‐
plicated wickedness, and the complicated
misery, which we see on every side. But
believe it we must” (paragraph 13).
This is good news. While we cannot fully
comprehend the why, we know that God is
with those who suﬀer. Note that Wesley
says God cares for “every creature.” We are
never alone in our suﬀering.
In our experience, we know that tragedies
happen to Chris ans and non‐Chris ans
alike. As Jesus said, “[God] makes the sun
rise on both the evil and the good and sends
rain on both the righteous and the unright‐
eous” (Ma hew 5:45). The good news we
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