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Webb, Elaine Jenkins, Director of
Planned Giving in the Africa Uni‐
versity Development Oﬃce said,
“Because of the generosity and
faithfulness of donors like the Up‐
per New York Annual Conference,
Africa University has now educat‐
ed more than 8,000 young men
and women from 31 of the 55 na‐
ons of Africa. The majority of our
graduates have returned to their
communi es to engage in cu ng‐
edge ministries which are trans‐
forming lives.”
Africa University’s mo o is
Learning Here. Living Here. Lead‐
ing Here. Serving God. All the
me. Everywhere. The members
of UNY Conference who have
hosted fundraisers and/or made

dona ons to Africa University are
part of the reason that thousands
of young African women and men
are fulﬁlling the mo o of Africa
University.

In Brief

Learn what Upper New York Conference leaders learned from their trip to
South Korea, hosted by the Bupyeong Methodist Church, by visi ng
h p://www.unyumc.org/news/perspec ves.

The Upper New York Conference’s vision is
to live the gospel of Jesus Christ and to
be God’s love with our neighbors in all places.

Charles and Grace Bulson Memorial Student Loan
Applica ons are now being accepted for the Bulson Memorial Loan
Program, which provides loans of up to $4,000 per academic year per
undergraduate student. The amount of the award will depend not only
on the applicant's need, but also upon the number of applica ons and
the amount of money available to make awards each year. Funds for
these loans are made available from a trust for this purpose adminis‐
tered by the Board of Trustees. The applica on deadline is August 1,
2017. Visit h p://bit.ly/bulson2017 for more informa on or to apply.
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The Bridge is a Conference Communica ons Ministry tool that delivers to
local churches news and stories of ministry from around the Upper New York
Conference and the world.
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Lo e Brown Scholarship Recipients announced
Each year the Upper New York An‐
nual Conference College Scholarships
Commi ee oﬀers Lo e Brown Schol‐
arships for undergraduate students
who are intending to enter a career
in Chris an service. This year’s recipi‐
ents are Elyse Muder, Emily Allen,
and Katherine (Kate) Bobsein.
Elyse is
a ending the
State University
of New York at
Fredonia. She is
pursuing a ca‐
reer in Social
Work. One day,
she hopes to
run a Chris an‐
Elyse Muder
faith based so‐
cial work oﬃce.
Brad Chesebro, Senior Pastor of
the First United Methodist Church of

New Har ord recommended Elyse
for the Lo e Brown Scholarship. He
said, “Elyse is faithful in her dedica‐
on to honoring God with her me,
talents, and treasures...Her involve‐
ment in local and overseas mission
work is a testament to her love of
helping others. Elyse is a young
woman with great character and a
posi ve, bold witness for the
Church.”
Emily is
a ending
Houghton Col‐
lege. She is on
the path to
become a cler‐
gy member like
her mother
and father. She
Is a Theology
Emily Allen
major.

Steve Atwater, Director of Youth
at Bemus Point United Methodist
Church recommended Emily, who
a ends the church. He said, “Emily
is a great leader, excels academical‐
ly, but most important to me, is
wonderful working with people. She
has the ability to bring many person‐
ali es with diﬀerent viewpoints to‐
gether and serve for a greater pur‐
pose. She is able to do this with a
humble yet conﬁdent strength that
draws people to her.”
Kate a ends Ithaca College where
she studies Music Educa on and
hopes to have a leading role in her
church’s music ministry.
Kate a ended Pendleton Center
United Methodist Church (PCUMC)
her whole life. Her pastor at

PCUMC, the
Rev. Tom Kra
said, “Kate has
provided lead‐
ership in a vari‐
ety of areas
including our
children, youth,
music, and
Katherine Bobsein
fundraising
ministries. Kate is the type of young
person the Church should encour‐
age as an example of faith and com‐
mitment. I expect she will have a
bright future in the Church.”
Elyse, Emily and Kate’s scholar‐
ships will help support not only their
educa on goals, but also their life‐
long goals to apply their gi s to
Chris an service.

UNY Conference helps Faith Tatenda Nyato graduate from
Africa University this year
Africa University celebrates its 25th
anniversary this year. This ins tu on,
which was developed by United
Methodist bishops, enables young
men and women from dozens of na‐
ons throughout Africa to earn un‐
dergraduate and graduate degrees
on the Africa University campus.
Africa University students are sup‐

ported primarily through endowed
scholarships. The UNY Conference
has an Africa University Endowed
Scholarship Fund that helps support
speciﬁc students at Africa University.
According to the Africa University
website, “Funding for scholarships is
vital for Africa University, which is a
residen al ins tu on, because many

students would not be able to
a end without ﬁnancial help. Most
are ﬁrst‐genera on college students
with backgrounds that include dis‐
placement, underemployment, and
rela vely low annual incomes for
many workers.”
This year, 718 students graduated
from Africa University. One of the

graduates was a recipient of one of
the ﬁve current Upper New York
Annual Conference endowed schol‐
arships. Her name is Faith Tatenda
Nyato and she earned a Bachelor
of Arts degree in educa on.
In a le er addressed to Upper
New York Area Resident Bishop
Mark J.
Con nued on Page 4

