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Syllabus 

Upper New York

COS 321—Bible III: Gospels
Third Year (Foundational Course), August 12, 13 and September 16, 17  2016
Instructor:  The  Rev. Dr F. Victor Metivier
Phone: (716- 648-9754)
Email: metivierbv@msn.com
Course Description 
This course focuses on the content and message of the Gospels, as well as the theological perspectives of the Gospel writers. How to bring the message of the Gospels to congregations will be emphasized. 

Objectives
Students will be able to: 

1. Understand the origin, message, and purpose of each Gospel. 

2. Interpret the messages  of the Gospels to a congregation. 

3. Apply the student's knowledge  to preaching, other pastoral responsibilities, and issues of the present day. 

Texts
Required: BRING REQUIRED BOOKS TO EACH CLASS 

Powell, Mark Allen. Introducing the New Testament: A Historical, Literary, and Theological Survey. Baker Academic, 2009. 

Murphy, Frederick J. An Introduction to Jesus and the Gospels. Abingdon, 2005. 

Culpepper, Alan. Anatomy of the 4th Gospel. Fortress, 1983. 

 Supplementary: 

Ringe, Sharon. Luke. Westminster John Knox, 1995. 

Smith, Moody. John , Abingdon, 1995. 
Schedule
First Session—August 12-13
Before coming to class, please read: 

· The Gospel According to Mark; the Gospel According to Matthew
· Powell, 15-146; Murphy, 1-42; 
Topics for Aug. 12   2:30 - 5:30 pm and 6:30 - 8:30 pm
· The task of understanding THE WORD OF GOD and the WORDS IN THE GOSPELS, how the concepts fit together
· Some cultural characteristics of the ancient Mediterranean world
· Mark - what does Chapter 4: 35-41 highlight Mark's vision of Jesus
Topics for Aug. 13 -  8:30 am 3:000 pm
· Mark, continued 

· Matthew Careful study of the Nativity story and Matthew's account of Jesus' visit to Nazareth
Second Session—September 16-17
Before coming to class, please read: 

· The Gospel According to Luke; the Gospel According to John
· Powell, 147-90; Murphy, 43-87; Culpepper, 1-11; 101-48
Topics for Sept. 16   2:30 - 5:00 pm and 6:30 - 8:30 pm
· Review of important concepts

· Aspects of the formation of the New Testament canon and how it came to be 

· Luke's Nativity story

· a brief introduction to Luke's ACTS 
Topics for Sept. 17: 8:30 am – 3:00 pm
· Luke, continued as necessary
· John  - Meaning of the Gospel's  PROLOGUE  and the "I AM" sayings of Jesus and anti-Semitism
Assignments

Assignment #1 (about three pages, due at the beginning of class, Aug. 12)

· Provide a detailed outline of Mark 2:1-3:6. (If you need help writing an outline, watch this video: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fCujEU6xZS0.) 
· In one or two paragraphs, discuss the theme of conflict in this section of Mark. Why does conflict arise? Whom does it involve? What are its results? What else do you notice about it? 
· Please provide specific examples from the text that support your conclusions. 
Assignment #2 (3-4 pages, due at the beginning of class, Sept. 16)
· Provide a detailed outline of Luke 6:17-26. 

· Compare this passage with Matthew 5:1-11. What similarities do you see? What differences? Are any of these particularly significant? Why? 

Assignment #3 (7-10 pages, due by midnight via email, Sept. 17. Please send in Microsoft Word format to metivierbv@msn.com) 

· Provide a detailed outline of John 13.  

· Write a seven-to- ten page paper discussing each of these characters in John 13: Jesus, Peter, Judas, and the Beloved Disciple. What role does each play in the story? What does the New Commandment teach us about the nature of Christian community? 
· Please provide specific examples from the text that support your conclusions. 

Notes on assignments: 

1. An outline should not take the form of a series of paragraphs, but should be a concise, enumerated topical analysis of the information in a particular section of scripture. Detail is important, but remember to keep the form of an outline. 
2. All written assignments should be submitted in twelve-point font, double-spaced, with one-inch margins.

3. Grammar counts. Your paper is a reflection of your communication skills. In this course you are learning not simply how to read the Bible critically and spiritually, but to communicate your ideas to others in a clear and coherent manner. 

4. Support your arguments with specific references to the text on which you are writing and to other texts that support your argument. 

5. Avoid contractions. For example, words like “can’t,” “shouldn’t,” “won’t,” and “wasn’t” should be avoided in your essay. 

6. Italicize or underline words that are transliterated into English from other languages. For example, you might write, “Theos is the Greek word for ‘God,’ and we translate the word huios as ‘son.’” 

7. Use gender-inclusive language. Consider the following examples: 

Incorrect: Man is in need of God’s redemption. 

Correct: Humankind is in need of God’s redemption.  

Incorrect: When asked what he believes about the Bible, a Christian might offer any number of answers. 

Correct: When asked what he or she believes about the Bible, a Christian might offer any number of answers.

8. Produce original work. Properly acknowledging your sources is important, but if the bulk of your paper consists of quoted material, this is still not original work. What I want is your understanding of the ideas discussed in the reading and in lectures.

9. Proofread! Typos and grammatical errors make a paper look as if the writer has put very little effort into it.

A Note on Plagiarism

There are two kinds of plagiarism, both equally serious. First, there is plagiarism that occurs when a student uses someone else’s work word-for-word without placing the cited material in quotation marks.  Even if you cite sources in a bibliography at the end of your paper, if you have used someone else’s words and have not placed those words in quotation marks (and cited the source appropriately in a footnote or parentheses), you have plagiarized. 

Second, there is plagiarism that occurs when you use someone else’s ideas without acknowledging that you have done so. For example, if you find some really interesting information on the internet, change the wording a bit, and put that information into your paper without properly acknowledging (in a footnote or parentheses) that you have used this source, you have plagiarized. 

In both cases, the work that you have turned in is not your own, original work, but someone else’s work that you have copied. Please note well that plagiarism will not be tolerated in this class. 
Grading 
The grades for the course will be weighted as follows: 

	Assignment #1
	20%

	Assignment #2
	20%

	Assignment #3
	40%

	Class participation 
	20% 


